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THE COLLECTOR AND ART CRITIC 



Boston Elevated Company came by, stopped, looked, asked questions, 
and made observations which were as intelligent, thoughtful, and just 
as anything that could have been said by Phidias, Michael Angelo, 
Fr^miet, Barye, or St. Gauden's. One of them said, '* I like it better 
than the equestrian statue-of -Washington over yonder. The likeness 
of Washington is not good ; at least, it is not good if Stuart's portrait 
of him is good ; but I think the horse is simply great, he is so full of 
life." An elderly Irishman said that Cass was younger looking when 
he died, that he was only forty, and that his face was fuller. No, 
said another old Irishman ; he had been sick down on the Peninsula, 
and had fallen away, but he would not leave his command ; he looked 
wasted. He described the wound that Cass received. The talk then 
turned on how it happened that Cass was buried in a Protestant 
cemetery ; it was because his wife was a Protestant, one of the group 
explained. His bones lie in Mt. Auburn, and it is understood that 
the old Cass statue is to be set up over his grave there. Well, it will 
not be the worst thing in the way of sculpture in that famous city of 
the dead ! ' 

The pedestal is of Red Beach (Maine) granite, a stone of a pink 
tone, which harmonizes with the green of the bronze very effectively. 
It was designed by the sculptor himself, and is proportioned with 
correct symmetry and balance in relation to the statue. The statue 
and pedestal are united in feeling further by the introduction of a 
Wreath and palm branch in bronze overlying the upper left corner of 
this front of the pedestal. This unusual device also corrects a slight 
tendency on the part of the statue to have too much of the weight of 
the figure to the right. The inscriptions are as follows : "Thomas 
Cass, Colonel Ninth Massachusetts Infantry, U. S. V. Fell at Mal- 
vern Hill, Virginia, July I, 1862. Erected by the City of Boston, in 
memory of the officers and men of the Ninth Regiment, Massachu- 
setts Volunteers, organized May 3, 1861, mustered out June 21, 1864." 

The costume was modelled after that worn in the war of the 
Rebellion by General Burnside. The skirt of the frock coat was 
slightly lengthened. The artist relates that he had the utmost diffi- 
culty in finding a model in Paris with small enough feet to get into 
General Burnside's boots. 

In its location the Cass monument is peculiarly fortunate. The 
new statue faces the south ; whereas the old statue faced the east. 
Viewed from in front, the bronze is seen against a background of 
trees and shrubbery, with no artificial objects in sight, except one 
electric light post, which is not, it is true, a thing of beauty. The 
best points of view from which to look at the statue are, directly in 
front of it, at a distance of about twenty-five or thirty feet ; about the 
same distance to the southeast of the monument, giving a three- 
quarters view of the face ; and from the walk which comes into the 
garden from the Arlington and Boylston street corner, southwest. 
But it is very pleasing to note how good the figure is from all sides, 
and how picturesque, manly, and sturdy its appearance is from all 
points. 



OF COINS. 



'pHE first United States cents struck for circulation bear the date 
1793. They are of six varieties, and are valued at $2.50 to 
$6.25. 

Very rare are the New York doubloons, coined in 1787, of which 
only five are known to exist. On one side of this rare and curious 
coin is a picture of the sun risingover a mountain surrounded by the 
legend " Nova Eboraca Columbia Excelsior." Below is the name of 
the designer, "Brasher." The other side has the original form of 
the national motto, " Unum E Pluribus." There is an heraldic eagle, 
on one wing of which are the letters " E. B." the designer's initials. 
These coins are worth about $500. The last one sold brought $527. 
It had belonged to an old Maryland family ever since it was coined. 

The five-dollar gold piece of 1822 is a rare coin. At one time only 
two were said to be in existence — one in the Philadelphia mint, the 
other in Boston — but a third was picked up in a New York money 
changer's shop a few years ago. 

" I was afraid at first that it might be a counterfeit," said the col- 
lector of coins who happened to spy it. The man was so delighted 
to secure it that before leaving the shop he bought several other 
coins which he didn't want. He paid only $6 for it The same day 
he received an offer of $250 ; later $450 was offered by another gen- 
tleman ; $600 by another one; but the gentleman, at last accounts, 
was holding it for $1,000. One of the most sought after Colonial 
coins is the Highly copper. It was struck in 1737 by Samuel Highly, 
who was a physician and a blacksmith at Granby, Conn. He got the 
copper from a mine near by and shaped the coin at his forge. 

About nine years ago a silver shekel was found in Texas which 
dates back to 142 B.C. Its intrinsic value is about 50 cents ; its value 
to collectors, $5,000. 

One of the earliest known coins is a didrachm of ancient JEgina, 
coined about 700 B.C. Its intrinsic value is 30 cents; its market 
value, $7. 

The coins spoken of in the Bible are shekels, which were of silver ; 
the widow's mite, the tribute penny, and the " Judea'capta," the bronze 
coin struck by the Emperor Titus to commemorate the destruction of 
Jerusalem. 

In Japan coins are generally of iron, and in Siam they are chiefly 
of porcelain. Whale's teeth form the coinage of the Fiji Islands. 
They are painted white and red, the red- teeth being worth about 
twenty times as much as the white. These teeth are worn as a neck- 
lace instead of carried in a pocketbook. 

The entire collection of coins and medals in the British Museum 
consists of 250,000 specimens, and is one of the finest in the world. 
At the Philadelphia mint is a good collection of American coins, but 
the Government only allows it $300 a year to buy coiiis with. The 
British Government spends $5,000 a year for coins. — New York Sun. 
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